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Jean—Jacques Rouss€au

oo S

jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712—1778), born iq the f:ity-statfe P:)f
Geneva in Switzerland, was another of the seminal thinkers of the

Enlightenment. He contributed to the ferment of ideas questioni Eg
structures, leading up to the€

rraditional authority and power ‘ d
French Revolution of 1789. His political philosophy 1S summe ug
in The Social Contract (1762). He was an eccentric, restless, anl

intensely personal figure, who got involved in famous quarrels

and wrote a famous set of Confessions in1770.
Like that of Hobbes, Rousseau’s political analysis IS based on an
account of human nature, but he has a rather different theory t©
offer. In his Discourse on Ineéq ed for the or1g”

; vality (1 755) he argu€ 5
inal goodness of human nature. Ro ers a highly specu
imi how how the gr

usseau off e
tive history of society, claiming tos owth _of what is
called civilization has corrupted people’s natural happinesls an
freedom and allowed unnatural, unjust inequalities t© develop.

The following extracts are taken from the begin
R_Ousseau's influential treatise on education, £f it
gives a short expression of his idealistiC vision of the €ss€
on marriageé;

goodness of human nature. The second, from BookV
tural differences of the sexes- Many ©

P Caions hese o mere state-
his statements here will evoke contemporary scorn as o
ments of male prejudice, typical of his timeé and long 2
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i gle,minded. Now, of these three educations the one due
dent of us, and the one from things only depends on
¢ The education that comes from men is the only one
ontrol, and even that is doubtful. Who can hope to have the
jthin OU 1 of the words and deeds of all the people around a child?
= nly by good Juck that the goal can be reached. What is this goal?
Jeis 08 % own goal. Since the three educations must work together for
it, the one that can be modified determines the course of the

other tWO-. But perhaps “nature’.’ is'too vague a word. We must try to fix its
meaning. Nature, it has been said, is only habit. Is that really so? Are there
not habits which are formed under pressure, leaving the original nature
unchanged? One example is'the habit of plants which have been forced
away from the upright direction. When set free, the plant retains the bent
forced upon it; but the sap has not changed its first direction and any new
growth the plant makes returns to the vertical. It is the same with human
inclinations. So long as there is no change in conditions the inclinations
due to habits, however unnatural, remain unchanged, but immediately the
restraint is removed the habit vanishes and nature reasserts itself.
We are born capable of sensation and from birth are affected in diverse
ways by the objects around us. As soon as we become conscious of our
sensations we are inclined to seek or to avoid the objects which produce
them: at first, because they are agreeable or disagreeable to us, later
because we discover that they suit or do not suit us, and ultimately
because of the judgments we pass on them by reference to the idea of hap-
piness or perfection we get from reason. These inclinations extend and
strengthen with the growth of sensibility and intelligence, but under the
pressure of habit they are changed to some extent with our opinions. The
inclinations before this change are what I call our nature. In my view
everything ought to be in conformity with these original inclinations.
: There would be no difficulty if our three educations were merely dif-
ferent. But what is to be done when they are at Cross purposes? Consis-
Fency is plainly impossible when we seek to educate a man for others,
instead of for himself. If we have to combat either nature or society, we
must choose between making a man or making a citizen. We cannot make
both. There is an inevitable conflict of aims, from which come two oppos-
ing forms of education: the one communal and public, the other individ-

ual and domestic.

To get a good idea of communal education, read Plato’s Republic. It is
not a political treatise, as those who merely judge books by their titles
think. It is the finest treatise on education ever written. Communal educa-
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ftis naturé
a perfect resu
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. is sense, however, does not and can not NOW exis, -

tion In real fatherlands and therefore no real Citizeng, & ¥en,
}‘onger 13:):1 » and “citizen” should be expunged from mqdap,

fz;tgzrnz t regard the instruction given in those ridiculoyg
called colleges as “public,” any more than the ordinary kip
This education makes for two opposite gpals and reach
men it turns out are double-minded, seemmgl){ concerne
really only concerned for themsglves. From this contradi
conflict we never cease to experience in ourselves. We g
ferent directions by nature and by man, and tak
us nowhere. In this state of confusion we go th
our contradictions unsolved, never having bee
to other people.

There remains then domestic education, the edu
how will a man who has been educated entirely fo
other people? If there were any way of combining
twofold aim, and removing the contradiction
happiness would be removed. But before pa
of man it would be necessary to follow his de
formed. It would be necessary, in a word, (o
natural man. This s the subject of our quest
A What can be done to produce this very ex

ctall we have to do is to prevent anything being done. When it is onlya
matter of sailin

s g against the wind it s enough to tack, but when the sca
allllfcli igh and you want o stay where you are, you must throw out the
or,
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ceptional person? In point of

In i
t the social order where all stations in life are fixed, every one need
0 be brought up for his o

for which he has b wn s@tion. The individual who leaves the plz:;i
Son was obligeq e tra"fed Is useless in any other. In Egypt, whercl: .
an assureq aig \ ‘to follow in his father’s footsteps, education had at een
in them e C':- 1N our country where social ranks are fixed, l.’”l tt_le mhis
S0 a good op : ;ta; tly changing, nobody knows whether he is doing '
In the nagypyy s turn when he educates him for his own rank. e
Vocation, One whr R Where al] men are equal, manhood is 1.he.co ot
that pertain 1 ¢ °]18 Well educated for that will not do badly in the i
ehurch or the - 118 fact they my pupil is intended for the army:

tion

etermip, h?r’ does not greatly concern me. Before the ‘{Ocaman

kind. Ljfe ig {he'ipa.“’“‘s comes the call of nature to the life of h&us -
ands, | adm: Usiness | would have him learn. When he leaves

: , 1r
¥ill not be 5 magistrate, or a soldier, or a pries
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- _omost, he will be aman. All that a man must be he will be when the
and forﬁses as well as anyone else. Whatever the changes of fortune he
nq;dafliwnays’ be able to find a place for himself.
wi ’

The Differences between the Sexes

Sophie should be as typi_cally wgman as Emile is man, She.must possess
all the characteristics of humanllty and of womanhood which she pecds
for playing her part in the physical and the moral order. I..et us begin by
considering in what respects her sex and ours agree anfj differ.

In everything that does not relate to sex the woman is as the man: they
are alike in organs, needs and capacities. In whatever way we look at them
the difference is only one of less or more. In everything that relates to sex
there are correspondences and differences. The difficulty is to determn.ne
what in their constitution is due to sex and what is not. All we know.wnh
certainty is that the common features are due to the species and tbe differ-
ences to sex. From this twofold point of view we find so many likenesses
and so many contrasts that we cannot but marvel that natur.e has been able
to create two beings so much alike with constitutions so different.

The sameness and the difference cannot but have an effect on mer.ltal-
ity. This is borne out by experience and shows the futility of discussions
about sex superiorities and inequalities. A perfect man and a perfecf
woman should no more resemble each other in mind than in countenance:
and perfection does not admit of degrees. ; el

In the mating of the sexes each contributes in equz}l measure to t
common end but not in the same way. From this diversity comes the firs
difference which has to be noted in their personal relations: It is :ihe P:li t
of the one to be active and strong, and of the other to be passive an “:; is-
Accept this principle and it follows in the second place that woriirlI "
Intended to please man, If the man requires to please thf: womglr’l oy
the necessity is less direct. Masterfulness is his special attri fulo.ve I
Pleases by the very fact that he is strong. This is n.ot the la\lv 0 ’
admit, But it is the law of nature, which is more ancient than (I:‘t’eto -

If woman is made to please and to be dominated, she Ough i 15 T
herself agrecable to man and avoid provocation. Her strengt b i
charms and through them she should constrain him to dlscoverwers o
©rs and make use of them. The surest way of bringing these pO



